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The Arrow and the Song

— H. W. Longfellow—

1 I shot an arrow into the air,
28 ERb L DRERIT
It fell to earth, I knew not where;
bbb W HEBITTA
For, so swiftly it flew, the sight
LENVEBWT EFRITH,
Could not follow it in its flight.
ZOIT<RE RIVIT0,

2. 1 breathed a song into the air.
2L AL DRI

It fell to earth I knew not where:
b WIFZIT BEHBITT A

For who has sight so keen and strong,
WHZHEEE AL TH,

That it can follow the flight of song?
FOITS 2D Rz AN

3. Long, long afterward, in an oak

WL ZDODL N LOKIZ,

I found the arrow, still unbroken;
RITELEBNT LEFEVH,

And the song, from beginning to end,
OB ER STUH

I found again in the heart of a friend.
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Mr. President...
10C. . .

I am Maim Sato. And I am here because I was saved

Distinguished members of the

by sport. It taught me the values that matter in
life. The values that Tokyo 2020 is determined to
promote worldwide.
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Please allow me to return to my story.

I was nineteen when my life changed. I was a runner.

I was a swimmer. I was even a cheerleader. Then,
just weeks after I first felt pains in my ankle,
I lost my leg to cancer. Of course, it was hard.
I was in despair. Until I returned to university
and took up athletics.
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I found that I enjoyed setting a goal — and
beating it. I developed new confidence. Most of
all, I learnt that what was important was what I
had, not what I had lost.
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I competed at the Paralympic Games in Athens
and Beijing. I felt privileged to have been
touched by the power of sport. And I was looking
forward to London 2012.

Then came the 11th of March 2011.
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Only then did I see the true power of sport...
To create new dreams and smiles. To give hope. To
bring people together.
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What we have seen is the impact of the Olympic
Values as never before in Japan. And what the
country has witnessed is that those precious
Values... Excellence, Friendship and Respect...
can be so much more than just words.
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Today, it is an honour for me to be speaking
again after a long time. Being here with such
honourable people is a great moment in my life.
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So here I stand...
I speak — not for myself, but for all girls and

one girl among many.

boys.
I raise up my voice — not so that I can shout,
but so that those without a voice can be heard.
Those who have fought for their rights:
Their right to live in peace.
Their right to be treated with dignity.
Their right to equality of opportunity.
Their right to be educated.
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The wise saying, “The pen is mightier than
sword” was true. The extremists are afraid of
books and pens. The power of education frightens
them. They are afraid of women. The power of the
voice of women frightens them
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So let us wage a global struggle against
illiteracy, poverty and terrorismand let us pick
up our books and pens. They are our most powerful
weapons.

One child, one teacher, one pen and one book can
change the world.
Education 1is the only solution. Education
First.
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